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Before an Emergency

e Intheevent ofa disaster and/or evacuation, the
most important thing you can do to protect your
pet(s) is to evacuate them too. (Plans are under-
way for animal shelters “collocated” to human
shelters, but even these will be for the very few
who cannot evacuate. )

*  Makesome phone calls to determine your options

should it ever become necessary to leave your home.

*  Askdependable friends or relatives who live away
~ from affected areas if you and your pet(s) can stay
with them during an emergency.
*  Check with several motels away from affected

areas if you plan to leave your house dnd take your

pet. You may wish to ask if they allow pets during

an evacuation emergency; and if so, if there are any

additional fees, restrictions on size, species and
number of pets allowed. Many hotels/motels have
special allowances for evacuees. Keep a list of “pet
friendly” places including phone numbers, with

other disaster information and s;.lpplies. Call ahead

for reservations. Check out wwmw.clemson.edu/lph

for more information about statewide pet-friendly

hotels and motels.

e Survey boarding kennels and veterinary offices in
areas where you may potentially stay if you are
evacuated. Find out if they have room to board
your pet(s), their vaccine requirements, and who

stayson the premises with the animals in the event

of an emergency and what provisions would be
made if the kennel should have to evacuate.

*  Acquirea pet carrier (portable kennel) or
crate for each house
petifyouplanto
travel. These carriers
should be large
enough for the pet
to stand up and turn
around. To make
training easier, initially
separate kennel tops and bot-
toms to make a pet’s bed. Also, food and water
may be placed in the carrier to entice the pet to go
in and out. This helps adjust them to the kennel.

Assemble pet
- supplies kit including:

*  Besurcyour pets' vaccinations are up to date and that you

have copies of these records from you veterinarian. This is -

especially important if you plan to board your pet, since
most boarding facilities will require proof of current
vaccines. )
¢ Ifyour pet is on a special diet or medications (including
_motion sickness pill or sedatives) plan ahead by consulting
your veterinarian. Remember, most animal control shelters
and humane society shelters will need to prepare for lost
and stray pet disaster victims and CANNOT accommo-
date your pet(s).

Asthe Time
Arrives to
Evacuate

1. Ample quantities of
pet food and kitty litter. Use non—splﬂ water and feod
bowls. Do not use moist foods — they spoil too rapidly.
Water should be in sanitized, non-breakable containers.

2. Plenty of newspapers, paper towels, plastic bags, cleanser
and disinfectants to properly handle pet wastes.

3. Only easily transportable bedding and toys.

4. Steel or fiberglass crate, properly sized, leashes and

obedience aids to transport pets safely and ensure that
your animals can’t escape. '

5. Information on feeding schedules, medical conditions,
behavioral problems, and the name and number of your
veterinarian in case you have to foster or board your pets.

6. Medications (and medical records) stored in a

waterproof container and a first aid kit. Include
special medications such as motion sickness pills
or sedatives, if needed.

7. ‘Gurrent photos of your pets in case they get
lostand/ora copy of the mlcrochlp ID number or
tattoo.

Bring all pets into the house so that you won't have to search for
them if you have to leave in a hurry.

Contact your destination point ahead of time to confirm that you
will be arriving. Confirm reservations at a pet-friendly hotel.

If Disaster Strikes
While You are Out

There are precautions you can take to increase
your pets chances of survival, BUT they are not
a substitute for evacuating with your pets.

*  Notifya friend close by or a neighbor that your pets
are at home and leave all pertinent information as to
the pet’s medical history, vaccine status, tempera-
ment, and how you can be reachecl so that this
information may be relayed to authorities. Leave a
house key with the friend/neighbor so that the pet(s)
may be relocated if necessary.

*  Leavevisible signs on the inside of a window stating
that pet(s) are inside the house.

° MAKE SURE ALL PETS HAVE AN ID TAG OR
HAVE YOUR VETERINARIAN IMPLANT A
MICROCHIP. Pets should wear securely fastened, up-
to date identification. Attach the phone number and
address of your temporary shelter, if you know it, or
of a friend or relative outside the disaster area. You
can buy temporary tags or puit adhesive tape on the
back of your pet’s ID tag or collar adding informa-
tion with an indelible pen.

*  Bringyour pets indoors well ahead of any storm. DO -
NOT leave any pet tied up outside during a hurricane.

*  Consider a location for your pet which will be away
from possible flood waters.

*  Leave only dry type food which will not spoil easily. -
Do not leave vitamins or mineral supplements. Water
should be left either in bathtubs or in non- splll
containers.

*  Never leave animals of different species together.

e Difficult or dangerous animals should be leftin .
special crates or cages to reduce the possibility of
them getting loose or to help if emergency personnel
need to handle them.

*  Remember, the most trustworthy pets may panic,
hide, try to escape, or even bite or scratch.

'*  When you refurn home, give your pet(s) time to
settle back into their routines. Consult your - -
veterinarian if any behavior problems arise. You, asa
pet owner, are ultimately responsible for your pet(s),
even in an emergency. BE PREPARED!
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